The dirt on
starting a farm
INFORMATION
AND RESOURCES
AVAILABLE
FOR NATIVE
AMERICAN
AND VETERAN
BEGINNING
FARMERS AND
RANCHERS AND
AGENCY STAFF
THAT PROVIDE
SERVICES FOR
UNDERSERVED
COMMUNITIES
IN NORTH
DAKOTA.

a publication of Dakota College at Bottineau
with funding from the USDA.

Dakota College at Bottineau gratefully acknowledges the
native peoples on whose ancestral lands we sit. We praise the
Anishinaabe and Assiniboine peoples, as well as the other
sovereign nations of the northern plains whose lands encompass
North Dakota today: the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa,
the Mandan Hidatsa Arikara Nation, the Spirit Lake Nation,
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and the Sisseton Wahpeton
Oyate.
Dakota college is proud that native men and women have chosen
to attend our college and enrich it with their knowledge and
achievements.
In the spirit of collaboration, we reach out to our college and
the regional community with programs and activities that
demonstrate our commitment to the first peoples of the northern
plains.
https://www.dakotacollege.edu/about/land-acknowledgement

This publication provides the most basic
stepping stones to your future farm
We recognize that we do not have room to provide all-encompassing information
to Native American or Veteran farmers who wish to begin farming. To simplify the
presentation of information throughout the document QR codes are provided with
scannable links to websites with more details.
Using a smartphone, photograph the code to be redirected to the listed websites.
Cover photos and graphic design by Sue B. Balcom.
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• Jeff Davis, Barnes & Thornburg LLP
Belding, MI
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Wozu Inc - Standing Rock
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Equality

To understand the needs of the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation (Three Affiliated
Tribes), the Spirit Lake Nation, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, the Turtle Mountain Band of
Chippewa Indians, and the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Nation in North Dakota, one must first
identify and understand racial inequality in agriculture. Native American communities have
historically been either ignored or left out of programs despite their historic relationship with
the Federal Government recorded through the treaties entered between the two sovereigns.
Understanding the barriers regarding loan applications and other agricultural resources
available outside of North Dakota’s largely white farm community how we can grow food
sovereignty for all people in our state. The demand for locally grown farm products is growing.
This provides an opportunity for new Native American and Veteran farms and value-added
agriculture businesses.
This document created by the National Young Farmers Coalition is a starting point for white
majority farmers, federal and state directors, loan officers, etc. in understanding barriers to
farming faced by Native Americans, Veterans and underserved communities.
The information provided in the following pages is largely geared towards assisting two
segments of the population, Native Americans and Veterans.
Anyone working at the following agencies would benefit greatly by
reading and taking note of the document found at https://www.
youngfarmers.org/resource/racialequitytoolkit/. According to the website
this resource can help “build foundations for broader organizing in our
networks, and more concrete action toward dismantling racism and
reckoning with histories of racialized dispossession and violence.”
The following information is provided to assist you in planning and beginning a successful
farm venture.
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Tribal College
and Universities
in North Dakota

Why Farm? Why Now?
The rising cost of groceries and the recent pandemic have
prompted conversations on food sovereignty, seed saving
and the benefits of local economies. Our health and the
health of local businesses are greatly influenced by who
controls the production and distribution of our food supply
– including the increasing
number of supply chain issues.

There are 37 accredited Tribal Colleges and Universities
(TCUs) in the country, with five of them located in
North Dakota among fifteen other states. TCUs serve
predominately Native American students, although
enrollment is unrestricted. TCUs range from associate
degrees to masters degrees along with varying focus areas
for each TCU.

Did you know that the top three
food-producing companies
are PepsiCo, Tyson Foods Inc.,
Nestle and JBS — each employs
thousands and makes billions of
dollars in revenue annually.

Tribal Colleges
•
•
•
•
•

Nueta Hidatsa Sahnish College - New Town, ND
Cankdeska Cikana Community College – Fort Totten, ND
Turtle Mountain Community College – Belcourt, ND
Sitting Bull College – Fort Yates, ND
United Tribes Technical College – Bismarck, ND

SOURCE: (https://www.foodprocessing.com/top100/2021/).
If you recognize these brands, you know the foods produced
out of state and trucked to our grocery stores are not the
healthiest foods for you and your family.

Visit http://www.aihec.org/ for
more information on Tribal
Colleges and Universities.

Have you considered farming for
profit or protecting our rights to food
sovereignty? Check out the following
resources for beginning farming
or ranching enterprises.
4

resources and Support for
native american
and veteran
Farmers and Ranchers
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The USDA defines socially
disadvantaged farmers and ranchers
(SDFRs) as those belonging to groups
that have been subject to racial or ethnic
prejudice. SDFRs include farmers
who are Black or African American,
American Indian or Alaska Native,
Hispanic or Latino, and Asian
or Pacific Islander.

New ag census data will be collected in 2022. However, the
2017 farm census shows that North Dakota did not make
the list of top states with farms with American Indian
Producers.
The North Dakota Indian
Affairs website at https://www.
indianaffairs.nd.gov/tribalnations says there are five
federally recognized Tribes and
one Indian community located
at least partially within the State
of North Dakota. These include
the Mandan, Hidatsa, and Arikara Nation (Three Affiliated
Tribes), the Spirit Lake Nation, the Standing Rock Sioux
Tribe, the Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians, the
Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Nation, and the Trenton Indian
Service Area.

defining a farm?

In total, there are 31,329 American Indians living in North
Dakota, making up 4.9 percent of the total population.
Almost sixty percent live on reservations and over forty
percent of these American Indians are under the age of 20.

Prior to around the 1980s, farms were smaller and more
diversified. Farmers used equipment cooperatively between
families and raised livestock in tandem with small grains,
sunflowers, corn and of course, vegetable gardens.

According to North Dakota Tourism, North Dakota has
2.3-million-acres of tribal lands, bordered by Lake Oahe on
the east, covers all of Sioux County in North Dakota, and
Corson, Campbell, Perkins and Walworth counties in South
Dakota. North Dakota communities on the tribal lands are
Cannon Ball, Fort Yates, Porcupine, Solen and Selfridge.

The USDA Farm and Land in Farm Summary 2019 shows the
number of farms declined by 5,800 from 2018. The number
of farms in the $100,000 - $249,999 and $250,000 - $499,999
sales classes increased while all other sales classes declined.
In 2019, 51.1 percent of all farms had less than $10,000 in
sales and 81.5 percent of all farms had less than $100,000 in
sales. In 2019, 7.4 percent of all farms had sales of $500,000
or more.

There are a disproportionate number
of Native American and Veteran
farmers in North Dakota.

Farms are trending towards smaller operations on less
acreage and there is an increasing emphasis on minority
and women farmers.

The U.S. National Agriculture Statistics
Service collects data every five years and
defines a farm as any place from which
$1,000 or more of agricultural products
are sold or would be sold in the year
of the census.
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Cultural
Preservation

Native American Agriculture

Prior to white contact, Native American agriculture in the
Great Plains differed little from farming practices east of
the Mississippi River. On the Northern Plains the Mandans
and Hidatsas cultivated corn, beans, and squash for their
essential food needs. Women, who were expert geneticists,
cleared the land and planted, cultivated, and harvested the
crops, then stored the surplus in jug-shaped pits. They and
other village-based Plains Indians, such as the Pawnees,
used floodplain terraces for
cropland. The tough prairie
sod prevented cultivation of
the uplands. Family fields were
small, generally less than four
acres. Nomadic Plains tribes,
such as the Crows and Lakotas
(Sioux), traded buffalo meat and
hides to the farming peoples for
vegetables.

Why is it important to preserve Native American cultures?
In addition to the overriding moral implications for
preserving Native culture and language, there are practical
and academic reasons for doing so.
Research shows that students who are immersed in their
culture perform better academically, have higher self
esteem, and lead more productive and happy lives. Here are
some informative websites on preserving agriCULTURE. For
more information visit https://collegefund.org/blog/whypreserve-native-cultures/.

American Indian Gardening
on the Northern Plains

Military presence and settlement by European Americans
brought a new era to the Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara and
other Native Americans of the Great Plains. Their lives and
cultures were confined by reservations. The three tribes
were assigned to a reservation in 1870; the reservation was
reduced to nearly one-quarter of its original size in 1880.
(Hidatsa, p. 74)

http://plainshumanities.unl.edu/encyclopedia/doc/egp.
ag.052

Buffalo Bird Woman’s Garden

Waheenee, also referred to as the Buffalo Bird Woman (ca.
1839-1932) was a traditional Hidatsa woman who lived on
the Fort Berthold Reservation in North Dakota. Her Hidatsa
name was Waheenee, though she was also called Maaxiiriwia
(variously transcribed as Maxidiwiac and Maxi’diwiac). She
was known for maintaining the traditional lifestyle of the
Hidatsa, including gardening, cooking, and household tasks.
She passed on the traditional ways of her culture and oral
tradition through interviews with Gilbert Wilson, in which
she described her own experience and the lives and work of
Hidatsa women.

During the early reservation period, federal agents
attempted to teach Hidatsa, Mandan, and Arikara men to
farm. Women continued to engage in small scale farming
(or large scale gardening). Women raised traditional foods
on the family plots and began to add some new vegetables.
Federal Indian agents introduced potatoes and turnips
(the mainstay vegetables of pioneer households). Indian
families did not like potatoes and turnips and refused to
harvest them unless the agent purchased the crop. The
federal agents also introduced cash in exchange for food
supplies. Women’s ownership of
the small food crops gave them
independent income; men’s
income from the field crops was
kept by the agent in trust for the
men who did the farming and
distributed by the agent as he
saw fit. (Hidatsa, p. 70)

Purchase the book: https://shop.mnhs.org/products/copyof-buffalo-bird-womans-garden
More information can be found here: https://
nativeheritageproject.com/2013/06/02/buffalo-birdwomans-garden/
The free version of Buffalo Bird
Woman’s Garden can be found
here: http://digital.library.upenn.
edu/women/buffalo/garden/
garden.html

https://www.history.nd.gov/
exhibits/gardening/indiangardening6.html
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Native American
Food Sovereignty Alliance

pollinated, many are heirloom
and organic, and they are never
GMO. Hudson Valley Seed
Company was one of the first
companies to sign the Open
Source Seed Initiative (OSSI),
and remains committed to these
values of sustainability to the
last. It believes that a seed is
more than meets the eye: it is a time capsule telling tales of
the plants, crops, and people that came before us, and we
work with a range of artists as diverse as our seeds to pass
those stories down to present and future gardeners.

The Sioux Chef’s Indigenous Kitchen

https://hudsonvalleyseed.com/pages/about-us

Promoting Indigenous culturally
diversity for future generations
by collecting, growing, and
sharing heirloom seeds and
plants.
https://nativefoodalliance.org/
our-programs-2/indigenousseedkeepers-network/

Sean Sherman is committed to
revitalizing Native American
Cuisine and in the process we are
re-identifying North American
Cuisine and reclaiming an
important culinary culture long
buried and often inaccessible.

You can learn about the Native
American Seed Sanctuary
Tsi Rontenenhanonhnha: Where
They Protect the Seeds on the
Hudson Valley website at:
https://hudsonvalleyseed.com/
blogs/blog/native-americanseed-sanctuary

https://sioux-chef.com
Purchase the book “The Sioux
Chef’s Indigenous Kitchen”
2017 by Sean Sherman With Beth
Dooley at:
https://www.upress.umn.edu/
book-division/books/the-siouxchef

Seed Shed

Kanenhaká:ion Tsiakwaiénthos
Pronounced: Ga nuh ha ga yoo – old seeds
Jah gwa yu n toh s – we are planting again
https://seedshed.org/partnerships/native-american-seedsanctuary/

The Hudson Valley Seed Company is a source for heirloom
and open-pollinated garden seeds and beautiful gardenthemed contemporary art. It is a values-driven seed
company that practices and celebrates responsible seed
production and stewardship. Hudson Valley has its own
certified organic farm in upstate New York where it
produces much of what is sold.

The website states, “The
Kanenhaká:ion Tsiakwaiénthos
partnership has been a mutually
beneficial relationship between
Seedshed, Hudson Valley Farm
Hub, and members of the
Akwesasne Mohawk community
that has grown out of a practice
of trust and healing as we move
towards reconciliation and reparations. These seeds have
been with us since the dawning of our Creation Story.

Our Mission: Here at the Hudson Valley Seed Company, we
are both farmers and storytellers. We are committed to
growing organically, sourcing locally and sustainably, and
preserving crop diversity by selecting unique, rare, and
hard-to-find varieties. Every seed in the catalog is open

It is our responsibility as Mohawk people to care for our
seeds for generations to come. In the 2020 season, we will
have our own traditional seed and food gardens at home
while guiding and cooperatively growing four acres with the
Seedshed team in the Hudson Valley. Seeds and food will

Hudson Valley Seed Company
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wildflowers, grasses, unique conservancy species and
mixes. Native American Seed is committed to preventing
the spread of invasive species. Great women and men make
Native American Seed the go-to team for native seeds.

be harvested from two acres of White Corn, six varieties of
beans, two squash varieties, and one sunflower; all of which
will be rematriated home to Akwesasne.
We will also be working together to plant a Mother Earth
Garden, which will pay homage to the traditional story of
how our life-sustaining plants came to us from our Original
Woman’s daughter’s body.

Help Connect us with passionate
others. Help good People in
pursuit of purposeful careers,
those with rich skills and
interests, to find us. Native
American Seed has offerings
for diverse people searching
to exercise horticultural, agrimechanical, or various computer
skills to make a better future.”
https://www.seedsource.com

Seeds need their people. It’s important to us that the seeds
stay connected. To ensure this heartfelt care, each of our
seed sanctuary partnerships are led by people from the
home community of the seeds. Seed leaders are supported
by Seedshed and make decisions about what varieties
are grown, how seeds are planted and cared for, and how
harvests from the gardens support seed justice and seed
sovereignty for their community.

Alliance of Native Seed Keepers

We are honored to be entrusted with the care of these
Haudenosaunee seeds during the growing season. Now in
our fifth season of growing and learning together, we would
not be growing these seeds without the leadership of their
people. Through the process of seed rematriation, this seed
solidarity partnership is one step towards reconciliation
with some of the first seed keepers of this land.”

The vision of The Alliance of Native Seedkeepers seeks out a
future where indigenous peoples may live with the security
of food, health, culture, environment, unity, and justice.
Their mission is, “We redevelop
the spiritual bonds our people
have with the seeds which
in return teaches us how to
become more environmentally,
culturally, economically, and
health conscious.”

Seed Source

This website says, “:Planting native seeds is one small,
but important step in safeguarding the web of life. Many
sensible people are now enjoying the adventure, discovery
and benefits that come with taking an active role in
ecological landscape restoration. Our staff invites you to
“Shop for Natives” and explore the full pallet of native

https://www.
allianceofnativeseedkeepers.com
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The Farm
Service Agency (FSA)

state beginning farmer coordinators were appointed in
each state. Employees from Farm Service Agency, Natural
Resources Conservation Service, Risk Management Agency
and Rural Development lead beginning farmer outreach
efforts in each state. Additionally, USDA’s Military Veteran
Liaison connects returning veterans with beginning
farmer training opportunities and agricultural vocational
programs.

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) provides outreach to all
producers, including minority farmers and ranchers. FSA
defines minority as producers who are African American,
American Indian, Alaskan Native, Asian/Pacific American,
Native American, Hispanic and Women farmers and
ranchers.

For details of available USDA
opportunities for veterans USDA
brochure, scan the QR code or
visit the Department’s website
at https://www.usda.gov/ouragency/initiatives/veterans
or email veterans@usda.gov
for more information about
opportunities for veterans in
agriculture.

Many farmers and ranchers face unique challenges growing
viable businesses in farming and ranching.
FSA’s goals include:
• Establishing partnerships with members of minority
groups, community-based organizations, community
leaders, educational institutions, and other federal
agencies.
• Promoting increased representation from the minority
community in FSA programs and County Office
Committee nominations and elections.

While FSA is committed to serving all farmers and ranchers,
by statute, FSA targets a portion of all guaranteed loan
funds, Direct Operating and Direct Farm Ownership loan
funds, Microloan funding, and Youth loans, to historically
underserved farmers and ranchers, which include:
• Women
• African-Americans
• Alaskan Natives
• American Indians
• Hispanic
• Asian
• Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders.

FSA targets a portion of its loan funds to minorities and
women farmers and ranchers. These targeted funds are
not a program type; rather it distinguishes a specific
funding source, which is known as Socially Disadvantaged
Applicants (SDA).
We encourage you to contact
your local office or USDA Service
Center at https://offices.sc.egov.
usda.gov/locator/app to learn
more about our programs and
the information you will need
to complete an application (See
page 8).

Additional Resources on the website include:
• Fact Sheet: Loans for Socially Disadvantaged Farmers
and Ranchers (PDF, 547 KB)
• Annie’s Project
• Alaska Native Knowledge Network
• Intertribal Agriculture Council
• Latino Economic Development Center
• Minority Landowner Magazine
• National Hmong American Farmers
• National Women in Agriculture Association
• Farmers.gov (see page 9)

Veterans in Agriculture

New and beginning farmers come from all walks of life,
including retired military veterans. In 2016, FSA established
four full time regional
beginning farmers and rancher
coordinators to support the
department’s beginning farmer
efforts.
In 2019, as part of USDA’s
commitment to further support
beginning farmers and ranchers,

CONTACT FSA IN NORTH DAKOTA

Jill Haakenson
jill.haakenson@usda.gov
701-662-8634
10

United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm Service Agency

4
Easy Steps to
Get Started
With FSA
Jump-Start Your Farming or Ranching Operation With FSA

Do you farm or ranch and want to grow your operation or make improvements?

The Farm Service Agency offers financial assistance to help farmers start a farm, expand their operation,
improve natural resources or recover from natural disasters. Get started today to see how FSA can help you.

Contact Us

Contact your local Farm Service Agency County Office to schedule an
appointment. You can find your local county office online at
http://offices.usda.gov.

Bring Documents

During your first visit, be sure to bring:
Proof of identity (driver’s license, social security card, IRS EIN number)
Proof of Ownership (copy of recorded deed)
Leases
Entity Identification Status (articles of incorporation, trust & estate
documents, partnership agreement)

3

Consult With Us

We will sit down with you one-on-one, review your documents and
register your farm with FSA. Registering your farm allows you to apply for
FSA programs. We then discuss what programs and loans are best to help
you accomplish your goals. As a registered farm, you also will receive
monthly newsletters, have access to various resources and be eligible to
vote in FSA County Committee Elections.

4

Apply

After we determine your eligibility to participate in FSA programs and
loans, we walk you through the application process. More information
may be needed depending on the program.

1

2

For more information visit www.fsa.usda.gov/outreach or find your local FSA office at http://offices.usda.gov.
1
USDA is an equal opportunity1provider,
employer and lender.

FSA-FL-02 (4/2016)

United States
Department of
Agriculture

NEW

FARMERS

From farm loans to crop insurance, and
conservation programs to disaster assistance,
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
here to support you and your operation.

GET STARTED

Contact Your Beginning Farmer and Rancher Coordinator
Each State has a coordinator that can help you with questions on
working with USDA.
Find yours at farmers.gov/manage/newfarmers/coordinators.

Contact Your Local USDA Service Center
Service Centers are USDA offices where Farm Service Agency (FSA)
and Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) staff can meet
with you one-on-one to discuss your vision, goals, and ways USDA
can help. Steps to the process are on the next page.

USDA SERVICE CENTER AGENCIES
Farm Service Agency (FSA)

FSA provides disaster assistance, safety net, farm loan, and
conservation programs and is the go-to agency for many USDA
records. If you’re new to working with USDA, your FSA team
member will help you register your farm with a farm number.
Depending on what you raise or grow, filing an acreage report each
season can ensure you’re eligible for many programs and allows you
to vote in county FSA elections.

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
NRCS provides financial and technical assistance and easement
programs for conservation on working lands. Your NRCS team
member will ask about your goals for your land and can help you
develop a conservation plan and file an application for the wide
range of NRCS programs.

ADDITIONAL USDA RESOURCES

Risk Management Agency (RMA)
RMA administers federal crop insurance
through Approved Insurance Providers to
help farmers prepare for the future. Special
provisions are available to beginning farmers.

Rural Development (RD)
RD provides loans, grants, loan guarantees,
and technical assistance, along with support
for affordable housing, infrastructure
modernization, businesses, cooperatives,
and other essential community services.

Cooperative Extension
USDA and agricultural colleges around
the country work together to support an
extensive network of State, regional, and
county Cooperative Extension offices, which
can help answer questions you may have
about your operation and address common
issues faced by agricultural producers.

Farming is a business

Goals

Many people are taking their hobbies and ideas to the
next level and starting a business. However, 60 percent of
all businesses fail in the first six years, and more than 80
percent fail in 10 years. Why? Lack of money and a lack of a
business plan. Without a market analysis and business plan,
you cannot identify what your business might need to be
successful.

Goal setting is an important exercise for achieving personal
and business success. It is part of strategic planning
process. The process of goal setting addresses questions
like:
• What do I want out of life?
• What do I want for my family?
• What do I want my business to achieve?

People can easily see the benefits of owning their own
business without understanding the time, money and
effort it takes to be a successful farmer or entrepreneur.
Advantages to owning your own business could include no
longer commuting to work, flexible work schedule, using
your creative skills and doing something you are passionate
about. However, to be successful you need self-discipline.
There are no steady paychecks. Without a paycheck, you
are responsible for generating income to pay your bills and
you are responsible for your own benefits such as insurance
(health) and self-employment taxes.

Local licenses and permits

Before diving into any business, it’s a good idea to check
on zoning laws or building regulations before making any
land purchase or registering your business with the state.
Counties may have stricter regulations than state, so local
is a good place to begin. Contact your county auditor’s office
for more details.

State licenses and permits:

North Dakota business licenses and trade name registration
can be easily done online at www.sos.nd.gov.

Writing a Business Plan

This site has a complete listing
of trade names and registered
businesses giving you some
insight into choosing a name
for your farming or added-value
agriculture operation.

Market Research:
• Gather statistics on potential clients based on
demographics
• Survey
• Research industry information
• Gather competitor information
• Test the market
• Talk to the experts
13

Licenses for agriculture products

According to the SOS website: “When considering a new
business venture, significant thought is frequently given
to the name. That is, what should the business be called?
The name of a business is an important asset since it is the
identity of the business and an essential connection to its
potential customers. Protect it! This is accomplished by
completing the vital first step of business creation, which
is to register the chosen name with the Secretary of State
and confirm that the name is available. This should be
done before a substantial amount of time and money is
invested in the development and marketing of that specific
business name. A business name is only protected when
it is approved and filed with the Secretary of State. The
document that secures the business name depends on the
business type.”

The North Dakota Department of Agriculture regulates ag
products and may require licensing for certain products
such as hemp, meat and poultry,
eggs, honey, etc. According to the
website “the NDDA can provide
education, marketing and
management services to enable
farmers, on-farm businesses,
youth and ag-related industries
the opportunity to create new
wealth and income in the
following ways:
• Provide opportunities to help develop and expand
markets for agriculture producers.
• Assist agriculture related businesses in marketing
North Dakota products.
• Provide education and marketing opportunities for
Pride of Dakota companies.
• Provide opportunities for youth to become part of the
future of rural North Dakota.”

The following items can be researched on the North Dakota
Secretary of State’s website.
• Business Records Search
• Archived Business Records Search
• Business Structures
• Business Entity Statistics
• Trade Name / Franchise Name
• Trademark / Service Mark
• Copyright
• Patent
• Business Services FAQs
• Related Links

The NDDA administers several grant and cost sharing
programs such the USDA organic cost share program.
Organic producers can receive up to 50 percent of their
certification costs, not to exceed $500, each year as
reimbursement for certifying their operation.

Federal licensing requirement

The North Dakota Secretary of State’s website at https://
www.nd.gov/businessreg/build/index.html also provides a
wealth of helpful information
such as:
• How to build a business
• Licensing information
• Sales tax requirements
• If you have employees
• Doing business with the
government
• Federal requirements
• Additional resources
• Contact information for the SOS staff

The only time you would need federal licensing for an agbased business would be if you
import or transport animals,
animal products, biologics,
biotechnology or plants across
state line. Contact the USDA for
more information or to apply
for licensing at https://www.
aphis.usda.gov/aphis/resources/
permits.
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What is the
ownership status
of land within
Indian Country?

is held communally by the tribe and is managed by the
tribal government. Tribal members share in the enjoyment
of the entire property without laying claim to individual
parcels. The tribe may not convey or sell trust land without
the consent of the federal government. Tribes may acquire
additional land and have it placed in trust with the approval
of the federal government.
Allotted trust lands are held in trust for the use of
individual Indians (or their heirs). Again, the federal
government holds the title, and the individual (or heirs)
holds the beneficial interest.

DEFINITION OF “INDIAN COUNTRY”
WHAT IS “INDIAN COUNTRY”?

During the assimilation period, Congress enacted the
General Allotment Act of 1887, also known as the Dawes
Act. The ultimate purpose of the Dawes Act was to break up
tribal governments, abolish the reservations, and assimilate
Indians into non-Indian society as farmers. To accomplish
this goal, Congress decided to divide tribal lands into
individual parcels, give each tribal member a parcel, and sell
the “surplus’ parcels to non-Indian farmers.

Indian country includes:
1. All land within the limits of an Indian reservation
under the jurisdiction of the United States government;
2. All dependent Indian communities, such as the New
Mexico Pueblos; and
3. All Indian allotments still in trust, whether they are
located within reservations or not.
The term includes land owned
by non-Indians, as well as towns
incorporated by non-Indians if
they are within the boundaries of
an Indian reservation.

The Act authorized the President to allot reservation land
to individual Indians. Title to the land remained in the
United States in trust for 25 years, or longer if extended by
the President, then was conveyed to the Indian allottee in
fee, free of all encumbrances. The trust period was intended
to protect the allottee from immediate state taxation and
to allow an opportunity to learn farming. Upon receiving
the allotments (or after amendments in 1906 for fee title),
allottees became U.S. citizens and were subject to state
criminal and civil law. The Dawes Act also authorized the
Secretary of the Interior to negotiate for acquisition by the
United States of the so-called “excess” or “surplus” lands
remaining after allotment. These “surplus” lands were to be
opened to non-Indian settlement.

It is generally within these areas
that tribal sovereignty applies
and state power is limited.
WHAT IS
INDIAN

THE DIFFERENCE
COUNTRY AND AN
RESERVATION?

BETWEEN
INDIAN

A reservation is an area of land “reserved” by or for an
Indian band, village, or tribe (tribes) to live on and use.
Reservations were created by treaty, by congressional
legislation, or by executive order. Since 1934, the Secretary
of the Interior has had the responsibility of establishing new
reservations or adding land to existing reservations.
Indian country encompasses reservations.
What is the ownership status of land within Indian Country?

Although the sponsors of the Dawes Act believed that it
would help Indians prosper, the effect on Indians and
Indian lands was catastrophic. Most Indians did not want to
abandon their culture to pursue farming. Because much of
the land allotted to Indians was unsuitable for small-scale
farming, Indians sold their parcels to settlers or lost land in
tax foreclosure when, upon receiving a patent after 25 years,
the land was subjected to state taxes.

There are three basic categories of land tenure in Indian
country; tribal trust lands, allotted trust lands, and fee
lands.

The result was a checkerboard pattern of land ownership
within many reservation that were allotted either under the
Dawes Act or under the other specific allotment acts, with
much of the allottee land passing out of trust status and
Indian ownership. While not all reservations were allotted,

Tribal trust lands are held in trust by the United States
government for the use of a tribe. The United States holds
the legal title, and the tribe holds the beneficial interest.
This is the largest category of Indian land. Tribal trust land
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the declined from 138 million acres in 1887 to 48 million
acres in 1934 when the allotment system was abolished.

production in 2002, yet less than one third of that income
went to members of the tribe, one of the poorest in the
U.S. Today, just 20 people control nearly 46 percent of
reservation lands on Pine Ridge through leasing.1

Fee lands are held by an owner, whether Indian or nonIndian. Other lands in Indian country can be held by federal,
state, or local (nontribal) governments. These lands include
such areas as national wildlife refuges and state parks.

On the Blackfeet Reservation in Montana, the market value
of agricultural products sold in 2007 was $19.5 million yet
more than 30 percent of the 10,100 people on the reservation
live in poverty.2

Further information from the
Indian Land Tenure Foundation		

Some reservations have rich stores of valuable natural
resources but the federal government, acting as “trustee,”
has allowed energy, mining and other extractive industries
to exploit Indian nations by
routinely shortchanging them
on royalties from oil, gas, timber
and other purchase or lease
agreements on Indian land.

As the General Allotment Act of 1887 (also called the Dawes
Act) was implemented on Indian reservations across the
U.S., land that was perceived to be the most valuable was
generally declared “surplus” and was sold or transferred
to non-Indian parties. And while much of the land
that remained in Indian control is still productive, the
fractionated ownership of trust lands and the excessive
federal bureaucracy involved in managing these interests
makes it nearly impossible for Indian people to use these
lands themselves. Today, the vast majority of agricultural
lands on reservations are leased to non-Indian ranchers,
often at less than fair-market value. In addition, income
from these lands goes off the reservation instead of to
the Indian landowners who experience high rates of
unemployment and often live in poor economic conditions.
For example, on the Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota,
there were nearly $33 million in receipts from agricultural

https://iltf.org/land-issues/
issues/

1Pine Ridge Reservation Allottee Land Planning Map Book, Village Earth,
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2009.
2 “Selected Characteristics of All Reservation Farms and of Reservation
Farms Operated by American Indians or Alaska Natives in Montana,”
National Agriculture Statistics Service 2007 Census of Agriculture American Indian Reservations Volume 2: Tribal Lands in Montana, U.S. Census
Bureau, Census 2000.

Funding and
Access to Credit,
Loans and Grants

Cutting through the red tape

“Cutting through the Red Tape”
addresses the unique challenges
involved in the management of
Indian trust land and assets. It
includes a collection of the most
common forms used by federal
agencies and Indian people
and provides tips for how to
read and process these forms
successfully.

Native American Agriculture Fund

The Native American Agriculture Fund (NAAF) provides
grants to eligible organizations for business assistance,
agricultural education, technical support, and advocacy
services to support Native farmers and ranchers.

https://iltf.org/resources/red-tape/

Land

The charitable trust was
created by the settlement of the
landmark Keepseagle v. Vilsack
class-action lawsuit. NAAF
is the largest philanthropic
organization devoted solely to
serving the Native American
farming and ranching
community.

• Do you own land?
• Do you rent land?
• Are you interested in purchasing land?

Land Financing Calculator

The National Young Farmers
organization have developed a
calculator “designed to teach
farmers about their financing
options and creditworthiness
when buying farmland.”

https://nativeamericanagriculturefund.org/about/

FSA Indian Tribal Land
Acquistion Loan Program

After viewing the walk-through
videos, you will have one or
more purchase scenarios and the
ability to compare total costs, monthly payments and how
well you score on several financial ratios. The results can be
downloaded and presented to your loan officer.

FSA’s Indian Tribal Land Acquisition Loan Program is
a valuable resource to help Tribes become owners of
additional property within the reservation to advance and
increase current operations, provide financial prospects
for Native American Communities, increase agricultural
productivity, and save farmland for future generations.
Through FSA’s innovative programming, American Indian
and Alaska Native tribal
governments have the ability
to create sustainable and
community-driven solutions
to rural community challenges.
This loan program is financed
and serviced by the Farm Service
Agency. Funding comes from
Congressional appropriations as
part of the USDA budget.

https://www.youngfarmers.org/land-access/calculator/

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farmloan-programs/native-american-loans/index
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Highly Fractionated Indian
Land Loan Program

NDDA has entered into an agreement with International
Certification Services (ICS) and Organic Certification
Industry Agency (OCIA) Chapter 1 to accept applications
for reimbursement. Organic operations who are currently
working through these two agencies should contact their
agency directly. All other producers should contact Deanna
Gierszewski at the North Dakota Department of Agriculture
at 701-328-2191 or degierszewski@nd.gov. All funds are
reimbursed on a first-come first-serve basis until funds are
depleted.

The Highly Fractionated Indian Land Loan Program helps
Tribes, Tribal entities, and Tribal members alleviate the
problems caused by fractionated interests on tribal lands.
Through land consolidation, current and new agricultural
operations can improve and expand access to USDA
programs, increase agricultural productivity, and save
Tribal farmland for future
generations. This loan program
is financed through revolving
loan funds from the Agency and
serviced through the approved
intermediary lender.
In addition, all other FSA farm
loan programs are available for
individual Tribal member use.

Three things are needed to process reimbursement:
1. North Dakota Application
2. Evidence that the operation holds a valid organic
certification to the USDA Organic Regulations issued
by a USDA-accredited certifying agent (letter from the
agency or certificate)
3. An itemized receipt that identifies allowable costs paid
within the qualification period.
4. To receive your reimbursement, you are required to
set up an account with Vendor Registry at https://
www.omb.nd.gov/doing-business-state/procurement/
vendors. For assistance with registration(s) call Office
of Management and Budget Vendor Registry at 701-3282773.
Email completed application and accompanying materials to
degierszewski@nd.gov.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farmloan-programs/index

STATE FARM SERVICE AGENCY OFFICE

Farm Service Agency is equitably serving all farmers,
ranchers, and agricultural partners through the delivery of
effective, efficient agricultural programs for all Americans.
1025 28th St. South
Fargo, ND 58103
(701) 239-5224

ND Agricultural Products
Utilization Commission

County FSA office contact
information can be
found at https://offices.
sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/
app?state=nd&agency=fsa.

Agricultural Products Utilization Commission (APUC)
creates new wealth and employment opportunities through
the development of new and expanded uses of North
Dakota’s agricultural products through a grant program.
A maximum of 15 qualifying applicants present funding
proposals on a quarterly basis for the following grant
categories:
• Basic and Applied Research
• Marketing and Utilization
• Farm Diversification
• Technical Assistance
• Nature Based Agri-Tourism
• Prototype Development and
Technology
Grant application deadlines
and quarterly funding review
meetings are listed on the
website.

Organic Cost Share

The North Dakota Department of Agriculture administers
the USDA Organic Cost Share Reimbursement Program.
Organic producers (crops, wild crops, and/or livestock)
and/or handlers are eligible
for reimbursement of 50
percent of initial or renewal
organic certification costs with
a maximum of $500.00 per
certification scope. Costs pay
periods can be found on the
website.
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NRCS

• The purpose of the Water Bank Program (WBP) is to
preserve and improve major wetlands as habitat for
migratory waterfowl and other wildlife, conserve surface
waters, reduce runoff and soil and wind erosion, contribute
to flood control, improve water quality, improve subsurface
moisture and change the natural beauty of the landscape.
More on Water Bank.

NRCS (Natural Resources
Conservation Services) offers
financial and technical
assistance to help agricultural
producers make and maintain
conservation improvements on
their land.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/
portal/nrcs/main/nd/programs/financial/

CONTACT

ND NRCS STATE OFFICE
220 East Rosser Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58502-1458
(701) 530-2000

• EQIP provides financial and technical assistance to

agricultural producers in order to address natural resource
concerns and deliver environmental benefits such as
improved water and air quality, conserved ground and
surface water, reduced soil erosion and sedimentation or
improved or created wildlife habitat. More on EQIP.

Foundation for Rural Resources
and Management and Sustainability

FARRMS accepts applications at any time for loans up to
$7,500 for your farm dream. FARRMS’ loans are accessible
and provide an opportunity for beginning farmers to
establish their businesses and build history so they are
better able to apply for financing from other sources.

• The Conservation Stewardship Program helps agricultural
producers maintain and improve their existing conservation
systems and adopt additional conservation activities to
address priority resources concerns. Participants earn CSP
payments for conservation performance—the higher the
performance, the higher the payment. More on CSP.
• AMA helps agricultural producers use conservation to
manage risk and solve natural resource issues through
natural resources conservation. NRCS administers the AMA
conservation provisions while the Agricultural Marketing
Service and the Risk Management Agency implement other
provisions under AMA. More on AMA.

Contact FARRMS: info@farrms.
org or (701) 480-9113 or apply
online at https://www.farrms.
org/grow
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EDUCATION

DSU and DCB) benefit from the following specialty crop
production focused products: an articulation agreement
between the schools, curriculum revisions in eight courses,
three new online courses, faculty professional development
opportunities, experiential
learning opportunities and new
recruitment activities.

Knowledge is power. There are endless resources available
to assist you in learning how to farm certain vegetables or
raise livestock. Researching various types of agriculture
practices and methods as well as value-added agriculture,
Agri-tourism, Farm to School programs, Institutional
purchasing, etc. would be a good first step to find the right
business for your abilities and assets.

Additionally specialty crop
growers benefit from outreach
through marketing, management
and production guidance
and this online repository
of specialty crop production
data and local business leaders will benefit from outreach
presentations.

Holistic Farming Lifestyle

Farming is a much beloved lifestyle, both culturally and
historically in North Dakota.
Joshua and Tara Dukart have
been teaching a holistic
farming lifestyle workshops
since 2008. You can learn more
about these sessions at https://
holisticmanagement.org/
certified-educators/joshuadukart/.

The Entrepreneurial Center for Horticulture at Dakota
College in Bottineau has created resources for small farms
at https://www.ndsmallfarms.com. Here you will find links
to resources such as:
• Farm to Grocery
• Starting a Farm Enterprise
• What Should You Produce?
• Which Market is Best for Me?
• Who are My Customers?
• This publication will also be available online.

Sovereignty Series

Native Farmer, Rancher
and Fisher Sovereignty
Series at https://
nativeamericanagriculturefund.
org/financial-tools/ has a
series of webinars on farm
financial planning, financial
analysis, business planning, loan
application preparation, credit
analysis and more.

Farm Beginnings

The Foundation for Agricultural and Rural Resources
Management (FARRMS) Farm Dreams and Farm Beginnings
are for anyone who wants to start or grow a sustainable
food or agricultural business. Although it’s called Farm
Beginnings, the course is ideal for farmers in their first 1-5
years of farming. It’s a great opportunity to create a new
farm plan or revise an existing
plan. Many students say they
get more out of the course
after they’ve had a few years of
farming experience.

North Dakota Small Farms

With appropriate education and resources, sustainable
specialty crop production can expand career opportunities
for agriculture graduates and significantly benefit rural
economies. However, few universities and colleges of
agriculture include small-scale specialty crop production
in their curriculum. Many agricultural graduates enter the
workforce lacking knowledge and experience in sustainable
specialty crop production. Through collaboration with
Dakota College at Bottineau’s Entrepreneurial Center
for Horticulture, Dickinson State University’s (DSU)
Department of Agriculture and Technical Studies
incorporates specialty crop production into its curricula,
previously solely focused on commodity crop production.
The project audience (agricultural students and faculty at

Farmers, ranchers, and food
business owners of all sizes
will benefit from the courses.
However, most of the presenters
and examples come from small-scale farms and ranches.
The marketing portion of the course is primarily about
direct marketing local food and ag products, such as
through farmers markets and CSAs. More information can
be found at https://www.farrms.org/programming.
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AJO Center for Sustainable Agriculture

NDDA Specialty Crop Block Grants

The mission of the AJO CSA is to support the development
of a sustainable and just local food system in Ajo, Arizona
and the Tohono O’odham Nation.
However, the programs and
resources available on their
website at https://www.ajocsa.
com/resources are valuable
stepping off points for creating
resources and programs
geared towards educating and
supporting more minority
farmers.

The North Dakota Department of Agriculture (NDDA)
administers the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant Program
(SCBGP). NDDA conducts an annual competitive solicitation
process to award SCBGP funds to projects that enhance
the competitiveness of North Dakota specialty crops.
Specialty crops are defined as “fruits, vegetables, tree nuts,
dried fruits, horticulture, and nursery crops (including
floriculture).”

Please note that hemp is
not considered a specialty crop.

Downloadable resources from AJO:
• Ak Chin Farming: Mouth of the Wash
• Chicken Handout
• Irrigation Handout
• Pomegranate Propagation Guide
• Pruning Handout
• Seed Saving Handout
• The Benefits of Raised Beds

Sustainable Agriculture
Research and Education

Sustainable Agriculture Research
and Education (SARE) offers
farmer-driven, grassroots
grants and education programs.
Since 1988, SARE grantees have
been putting the principles
of sustainable agriculture
into practice on farms and
ranches in every state and
island protectorate. SARE offers
competitive grants to fund research and education projects
that advance sustainable agricultural practices in the United
States.
SARE has provided $354million in funding since 1988.
Who Can Apply?
• Farmers and ranchers
• Researchers
• Extension agents and other educators
• Graduate students
https://www.sare.org/grants/
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Working Farms –
Agriculture in Action

Entrepreneurial Center For Horticulture
The ECH exists to assist small to
mid-size farmers and gardeners
produce organic and specialty
vegetables for sale. Some of
our clients sell their vegetables
direct to customers through
farmers markets, grocery stores
and restaurants while others
grow vegetables on a larger scale
and sell to wholesalers or on

There are several working farms in North Dakota open
to tours. Seeing real farmers in action makes for quicker
understanding what farming entails.

Menoken Farm

•
Menoken Farm is a
combination of natural resource
education and systems approach
conservation. This 150-acre
demonstration farm, located
just east of Bismarck, N.D. was
established in 2009 and draws
people from all over the United

commodity markets.
https://www.dakotacollege.edu/explore-dcb/ech

Regenerative
Agriculture

States and beyond.
The farm is owned and operated by Burleigh County Soil
Conservation District, which has offices in Bismarck, N.D.
Additional financial and technical support is provided by:
• Section 319 Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Program
through the North Dakota Department of Health/Water
Quality Division
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA)

“Regenerative Agriculture”
describes farming and grazing
practices that, among other
benefits, reverse climate change
by rebuilding soil organic matter
and restoring degraded soil
biodiversity – resulting in both
carbon drawdown and improving
the water cycle.

After identifying a number of resource concerns across the
Menoken Farm landscape, work focused on providing these
basic building blocks to improve soil health:
• Soil armor
• Minimal soil disturbance
• Plant diversity
• Continual live plant/root
• Livestock integration
The systems approach management at Menoken Farm
enhances erosion protection, sunlight harvest, plant
diversity, carbon, pollinators, beneficial insects, wildlife,
salinity control, livestock forage and more.

https://regenerationinternational.org/why-regenerativeagriculture/

The Brown Ranch

North Dakota is fortunate to have Gabe and Paul Brown
set the example for regenerative agriculture. The Browns
farm east of Bismarck and
are available for tours and
speaking engagments. You can
learn more about the Brown
Ranch or contact them for more
information at the website.

https://menokenfarm.com

http://brownsranch.us
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action steps
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“In accordance with Federal law and the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s policy, this institution is
prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

